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Mrs. Isabelle Dumaine takes as her tasks the more legal aspects and relations in this regard within the EU frameworks, and the relations with partners in EU-funded projects
Dr. Marc Hermans is more like an ambassador for the UEMS towards associations and partners.


Activities of Dr. Marc Hermans:

As planned, I continued to plan meetings with EU parliamentarians. 

On 28th of April, immediately after the Spring Council meeting in Brussels, I had planned to have a conversation with Mr JARUBAS Adam (PL). Unfortunately, a personal meeting couldn’t take place because while coming back from Poland, his flight had a delay on the morning of the meeting. Later over a zoom connection we had a meeting. His advisor, Mr. Brzezinski, later sent me a number of SANT related homepage addresses to further explore.

On the 12th of May, I hade a meeting with our colleague Dr. KULJA András (H), together with his advisor, Barnabas KISS. He showed a vivid interest in the UEMS. Next he expressed his concerns about the health force shortages in his country and in particular the mental health issues. He invited me to attend the event he co-hosted with MEP TARR Zoltan from  19th to 20th of May in the European Parliament. It was a very interesting meeting addressing many aspects of mental health from a health perspective, not from a disease perspective. 
With Mrs. ARIEFIEVA Anastasia, a clinical psychologist from Ukraine, I could have a short talk and later a zoom contact which she could share her experiences during about treating Ukrainian refugees in Belgium.

A few weeks ago, I received a message that the rules for entering the EU parliament have changed. You’re now allowed to enter the building only after having an invitation to do so.

The European Academy for Clinical Leadership
The activities of this initiative, run by both AEMH and UEMS have an increasing success. The steering committee has tried to develop separate modules y-older and younger colleagues. The impression arose that the more experienced colleagues proposed their work mainly as an “end of career” project, while younger ones showed their plans, but still had to work on it. Vassilios proposed to link the EACL activities in the future more to towards UEMS exams that could contribute to their portfolio.

Transforming an MJC into a Section: a Section for Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine
From the 15th till the 18th of May, I attended the kick-off meeting of this new section. The meeting was very carefully prepared by Prof. Nicolas Christodoulou, president of the MJC together with the colleagues in Riga and took place during the European Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine. The UEMS and Nicolas have played a major role in the official EU recognition of the specialty of Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine (PRM) and its inclusion in Annex V.
After explanatory sessions on the structure and functioning of the UEMS, a section’s bureau was elected. The next meeting will take place in Madrid. The atmosphere during the meeting was really full of energy to move forward with PRM in Europe, with adjusting the MJC’s ETRs and organising exams. Very recently, during a meeting with the bureau, the UEMS executive committee expressed its full support for developing further activities (e.g. EACCME accredited online courses).

During the congress, I had a meeting initiated by Prof. Aivars VETRA, our Latvian delegate at the UEMS with colleagues in Riga. 
From Prof. PLAUDIS Haralds I learned how the surgeons at the university hospital treat severely wounded Ukrainian soldiers. He stressed the fact that young surgeons in Latvia didn’t know anymore how to treat patients with open abdominal wounds and had to turn to older surgeons to train these younger colleagues. He thought it useful to offer surgical trainees from Europe to come to Riga to learn from their experiences.
Dr. Aleksejs VISNAKOVS showed us the functioning of the emergency ward in the university hospital. It was a very impressive experience.
Last but not least, I had a talk with Dr. Jurgis STRAUTMANIS, a pediatric ophthalmologist, who took several courses on war trauma. These courses were given partly on line, partly live, in Norway, mostly by USA trained doctors.
Following this the Latvian national association has now proposed to add in all ETRs a part of military medicine. Out of the proposal of Prof. Vetra the initiative to establish an MJC on disaster medicine, will be proposed during the upcoming meeting in Tbilisi.

The AEMH general assembly took place in Rome From the 21st till the 24th of May.
On Friday, Dr. João DE DEUS, AEMH President, and Dr. Filippo ANELLI, FNOMCeO President, welcomed the attendants. After the activity report for 2024, the EACL initiative, commonly supported by AAEMH and UEMS, was commented on by Dr. Erich Theo MERHOLZ, chair of the steering committee. 
The floor was then given to the EMO’s, followed by a discussion on AEMH’s future strategy (goals, financial budget). 
After lunch, attendants joined one of two working groups. The first one, Strategic Management of Hospital Crises, chaired by Dr Clarisse JOACHIM (France), had a quite challenging task for participants. A first subgroup discussed the strategy after a Major Flood Impacting The Hospital, the second one Ransomware Paralysing Hospital Systems. Participants in the second working group discussed the quality of life for hospital doctors. 
Saturday morning concluded with the reports on the outcome of the working group discussions, documents from other organisations and the national members associations’ reports.

Biomed Alliance in Europe (BME) organized a meeting on the 6th of June in their offices in Brussels. BME  is grouping European medical academic societies cooperating on research projects and CME activities. Through cooperation with the European Commission BME wants to strengthen the funding for medical research, to discuss policies related to, and enhancing the visibility of European health research. Members cooperate and adopt common positions on subjects from health research to continuing medical education, the regulatory framework for medical devices and the regulation of clinical trials.
Joao Grenho, UEMS secretary general, clarified the functioning of EACCME, a lecture followed by a vivid discussion with attendants. Nathalie Paulus and Isabelle Dumaine represented the UEMS secretariat.

On the 16th of June, I had a Teams meeting with Prof. Dirk VAN RAEMDONCK discussing issues on disaster medicine. He is the president of the UEMS Section for Cardiothoracic surgery. During the spring council meeting in Brussels, he talked to me signaling his interest in the proposal worded by Aivars Vetra at that occasion. 
In Belgium he’s the president of the Flemish Royal Academy of Medicine. We took a look at a number of possible initiatives in Belgium, as try-out for further future elaboration. Following this contact, I proposed to organise a stay in Riga for Belgian trainees. 
The shared conclusion was that we could probably found ways to insert such episodes in the regular training programs for candidates. 
The Belgian professional associations are now exploring how this initiative could be organised. Main issue is off course the financing aspects.

On behalf of the UEMS I also attended the congress of the International Conference on Faculty Development in the Health Professions (ICDFHP) and the Association for Medical Education in Europe (AMEE) in Barcelona (23rd till 27th of August). 
The ICDFHP event focuses on ways to improve faculty development (FD), research concerning possible ways to contribute FD, experiments, innovative tools and perspectives about FD. The event takes place in the same congress hall and was attended by about 200 colleagues. It became obvious that speakers took a very union-like stance, requesting more respect for the teaching aspects of academic positions, including better conditions with regard to payment and learning environment equipment.
The AMEE congress is an event addressing more broadly issues of education: instructive materials, books, technical equipment, offering space for training institutions, and off course pre-congress courses. Unfortunately these pre-congress courses, unlike last year, coincided with the second day of the ICDFHC event. Not surprisingly but still remarkably, a large number of contributions focused on the role and the impact of Artificial Intelligence on educational aspects.

The EU-wide WHO Europe survey on the mental health of health professionals has requested many meetings. All organisations representing health care professionals within the EU have been invited a few times to take part in this survey. During the whole year, I took part in several online meetings. 
Finally, on the 10th of October during an online event the outcome of this survey will be presented. 

As a member of the organisation committee of the First UEMS Congress in Leuven I proposed a symposium with subjects in the periphery of clinical medicine. It’s the plan to address the following subjects: Cybersecurity in Hospitals, Disaster Preparedness of Doctors, How To Act when Confronted with Fake News and Healthcare Workforce Shortages. 

Future international meetings on my agenda are:
the UEMO’s meeting in Skopje (North Macedonia) from the 2nd till the 5th of October
the FEMS meeting in Brussels on the 10th and the 11th of October.
the UEMS Council meeting in Tbilisi (Georgia) from the 15th till the 19th of October
UEMS will be represented at the EJD’s meeting (7th till 8th of November) in Vienna by Dr. Ohmar Haas, our treasurer. 
Given my participation at the DGPPN Congress in Berlin (25th till 29th of November), I won’t be able to attend the AEMH general assembly’s meeting in Brussels.

The Task Force on EU & International Affairs had not one single meeting this year. Due to my own professional agenda, significant difficulties in the family, and the many project already running, it was difficult for me to find an appropriate moment for another meeting. After the upcoming meeting in Tbilisi, I’ll set up a second meeting where we can, based upon the feedback raised during the council meetings, to produce an agenda for the Office of EU & Int’l Affairs. 



Dr. Marc H.M. Hermans
Officer for EU & Int’l Affairs
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