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This presentations is….. 
 
 
• To share my experiences 

 
• To ask you some questions 

 
• To get your critical comments 
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More than a snap shot 

More than knowledge  
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Knowledge (80%) 

Electronic 
Courses 
(EAN) 

European 
Guidelines 

(EAN) 

Textbook 

Core Curriculum ! 



Knowledge (80%) 

80 Multiple Choice questions   
(Basic and clinical sciences)    50% Open Book 
 
50 Extended Matching Questions  
(Clinical science)   100% Open Book 
 



Open book questions 
 

• The candidate may consult  
 reference sources 
• The questions are mostly real  
 world based 
• A higher level of complexitiy  
 is required 



MCQ 



EMQ 



Question-Processing 

Request to Neurologists (EAN) 

Executive Examination Board  (EBN) n = 4 

Technical and language corrections (UMCG)   

Full Examination Board  (EBN) n = 12 

Elimination and Passing Limit 



P-value 
= 

percentage 
of candidates 
with correct  

answer 

Rit-value 
= 

Measure for differentiation 
between poor and good candidates 

100% 

    0% 

-1 +1 

Elimination 



Setting the Passing Limit 

- Angoff Method -> Borderline Candidate 
 (Examiners before) 
 
- Cohen Method -> Best Candidate 
 (Computer afterward) 



   Without   No 
   elimination elimination 
 
# Questions 100     
 
Mean p-value  .64     
 
KR20    .89  
 
Signal/Noise  8.8    
 
# Failing stds     0  

Passing limit by committee 
 40 (40%) 

   -> no failures 

Calculated passing limit 
54 (54%) 

-> 9 failures 



   Without    
   elimination  
 
# Questions   60         (60) 
 
Mean p-value  .67       (50) 
 
KR20    .69       (>.75) 
 
Signal Noise   2.3      
 
# Failing stds  16 (27%)      
 



   Without   With 
   elimination elimination 
 
# Questions   60     56  (60) 
 
Mean p-value  .67     .71  (50) 
 
KR20    .69     .70  (>.75) 
 
Signal Noise   2.3     2.3 
 
# Failing stds  16 (27%)    10 (16%)  
 

.64 
 
.89 
 
8.8 







ORAL Professional / Health Advocate 

• Write an Essay of about 800 Words on an ethical or public 
health topic within the field of neurology. 
 

• Provide 1-3 references. 
 

• Send this in before May 15th. 
 

• Prepare an oral presentation of  about 4 minutes 
(powerpoint allowed). 
 

• You will be assessed on this by two examiners in an oral 
setting.  



ORAL Professional / Health Advocate 

• Lists with suggestions have been produced 
 



ORAL Professional / Health Advocate 

Suggestions on Ethics  
 
How to deal with…..  
• telling the truth in a situation you doubt that this might  harm the patient  
• demanding patients asking for investigations you feel unnecessary 
• a car driver with epilepsy, forbidding you to make known his diagnosis 
• a medical error, that did not lead to a serious problem to the patient 
• gifts of industry or gifts of patients 
• non-compliant patients who you would like to leave your praxis 
• a colleague who is misbehaving in his field of expertise 
• with an attractive patient trying to get more than a professional relation 
• a Jehova‘s Witness in coma, whose wife refuses you to transfuse blood 
• an end-stage ALS-patient asking for continuous artificial ventilation 
• a patient with locked-in syndrome who previously said that she always 

wanted to be treated and now apparently changes her mind 
• a patient with a disabling multiple sclerosis asking for euthanasia 
• a patient who wants to have a drug under research in a trial you are  

participating in , but who does not want to be randomized. 



ORAL Professional / Health Advocate 

Suggestions on Public Health 
 
• What‘s the difference between private and public health care in your 

country. Should it be changed?  
• How is the insurance system in your country influencing possibilities in 

medical care for single patients? Should it be changed?  
• How is the vaccination programm with respect to neurological  disorders 

in your country? Should it be changed?  
• How is public health organized in your country, e.g. infant care, school 

medical care, care for the elderly? Should it be changed?  
• How are medical professionals paid for their work in your country, are 

there differences that should be harmonized or not? 
• What is the influence of changes in work-climate (e.g. industrialization, 

computerization) in patients from your practice? 
• Which rules exist in your country with respect to public hygiene and 

management of contagious diseases? 
• Does malnutrition play a role in the development of neurological diseases 

in your country? How could this problem be dealt with? 



ORAL Professional / Health Advocate 

• Lists with suggestions have been produced 
 

• Some examples have been given on the webside 
 

• A scoring form has been constructed 







ORAL Scholar 

• Write a Clinical Appraisal of a Topic (CAT) following a 
procedure as defined by us 
 

• Send this in before May 15th. 
 

• You will be assessed on this by two examiners in an oral 
setting.  



Critical Appraisal of a 
Topic 

1. Ask a clear, concise and focused question. 
2. Conduct an efficient and effective search  
 for the highest quality research evidence available. 
3.    Critically apppraise the located evidence. 
4.    Consider the applicability/generalizability of  the evidence 
5.    Write the structured one page summary 





The Contents 
 
The Candidates 
 
The Balance 
 
The Procedure 
 
The Future 
 
 



Istanbul 2014 



To set the standards for a European 
 

Exam, we need more Eurpeans! 



How to get to more candidates? 
• Lowering fees 
• Offering a modern, reliable and attractive board-exam 
• Optimizing information on the contents 
• Reducing the single moment  achievement 

• Open Book 
• Homework  

• Accreditation 
• Advertisement 
• Getting young neurologists involved 
• Conferring a titel 
• …… 
• …… 

√ 
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(√) 
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Fellow of the European Board of Neurologists 
 

FEBN 

Is it realistic to confer this titel? 
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Additional Administration Costs 



2014  
Estimated 

2014 
Real 

2015 
Estimated 

Examination 23.910 19.553 15.079 

Website       600       800       800 

VMA 27.500 26.886 22.000 

Total Exp 52.010 47.239 37.879 

Income 
 

39.109 

Balance  -8.130 
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PROCEDURE 2015 

• Subscribtion of candidates via Website 
• No request of certificates 
• Minimal response from WMA 
• Early bird fees 
• Eventual additional fees in case of problems 



PROCEDURE 2015 
Berlin 19th of June 
 
08:30 – 11.00 MCQ   Preparing the 
11.30 – 14.00 EMQ   orals 
 
15.00-18.00 Orals   Data Processing 
 
19.30  Certification 
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Future 
Developments 
• More competency-based 
• More countries involved 
• More intense collaboration with EAN 
• Accreditation by EACCME 
• Collaboration with RCP? 
• Portfolio? 
 



www.uems-neuroboard.org 


