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EEGC structure 
– multiple choice examination  

• 120 questions 

• 3 hours 

• computer terminals in PearsonVUE centres 

– current best evidence - mapped to the ESC curriculum 
• ESC guidance, ESC textbook, published clinical studies 

– cardiology scenarios  question  best of 5 answers 
• 70% (84) text only 

• 20% (24) still image 

• 10% (12) video  

• UK candidates - 6 UK-specific questions to fulfil GMC regulatory requirements 



EEGC governance 

• Austria observer 

• Cyprus first year 

• Finland first year 

• Germany  pilot 

• Greece  enrolled 

• Ireland enrolled 

• Latvia observer 

 

• Malta enrolled 

• Netherlands enrolled 

• Portugal enrolled 

• Spain enrolled 

• Sweden  first year 

• Switzerland enrolled 

• UK enrolled 
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question writing meeting (Nice) 
board meeting 

question selection meeting 
150/120 – valvular/myocardial, IHD,  
arrhythmias, ACHD/non-invasive, general 
10/6 UK-specific questions 

standard setting meeting 
final 120qns, pass mark criteria 

UK standard setting meeting 
final  120qns (inc. 6 UK-specific), 
pass mark criteria 

final review 
 exam sent to PearsonVUE 

EEGC sitting 14th June 2018 
board meeting:  
results  NS 

question writing 
meeting (ESC) 
“kick-off”  
NS/UEMS-cs/ESC 

confirm cities 

candidate registration 

country 
registration 

results analysis 

EEGC 



EEGC construction 
– all stages of exam construction supported by computer platform 

• images & video 

• standardisation of question format 

• on-line collaboration 

• real-time editing of questions 

• systematic question selection & standard setting 

• local delivery 

• question performance statistics 

• data integrity 
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EEGC registrations 
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EEGC question performance 

– review all questions with <30% correct (8 questions) 

– review all questions with negative correlation (2 questions) 

 no questions excluded in 2018. 

 



EEGC pass mark 

pass mark = 68 correct answers (56.7%) 
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EEGC conclusions 
– high-quality general cardiology exam 

– strong structure and governance 

• supported by UEMS, ESC, national societies, independent University 

– tests knowledge and drives learning 

– delivered on computer in secure centres near to candidates 

– growing 

– excellent CPD! 

 



EEGC impact 
– aligned with UEMS and ESC strategic goals 

– benchmark – cardiology and wider 

– facilitates best educational and clinical practice 

– infrastructure for other exams 

– close collaboration between UEMS, ESC, NSs 

– close collaboration between cardiologists. 

 


