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           What is Emergency Medicine? 
 

 

Emergency Medicine is a medical specialty based on the 
knowledge, skills & competencies required for the 
prevention, assessment & management of the acute and 
urgent aspects of illness & injury affecting patients of all 
age groups with a full spectrum of undifferentiated 
physical & behavioural disorders. 

 
It is a specialty in which time is critical 

It is a specialty which is hospital-based 

 
                                                                              

 EuSEM 2007 (adapted from IFEM 1991) 
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•  Represents the specialty of EM in Europe  

•   Includes Federation of 25 National EM Societies 

              (with affiliation of >17,000 medical members) 
 

•  Recognises EM as a primary medical specialty 
 

•  Seeks to establish similar standards of training in  

     Emergency Medicine throughout Europe 
 

What is the European Society for 

 Emergency Medicine (EuSEM)? 
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           What is the current status of EM in the EU? 
 

• EU Countries with EM and already in EU Directive           = 9 
         (Bulgaria,  Czech Republic,  Hungary,  Ireland,  Malta,  Poland,  Romania,  Slovakia,  UK)    

 

• EU Countries with EM and eligible to be in Directive     = 5 
(Belgium, Italy, Latvia,  Luxembourg,  Slovenia) 

 

• EU Countries with EM only as a Supra-Specialty               = 5 
• ( Denmark, Finland,  France,  Greece,  Sweden)     

 

• EU Countries with <5 year Training Programme                = 2         
( Estonia,  Netherlands )                    

                                -------------------- 
 

• EU Countries with no current specialty of EM                     = 6  
(Austria,  Cyprus,  Germany,   Lithuania*,  Portugal,  Spain*) 

• * specialty status under active consideration  
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Growth of EM as a Primary Medical Specialty in Europe 
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Members from Anaesthesiology, Cardiology, General Surgery, 

Geriatric Medicine, Internal Medicine, Neurology, Paediatric 

Medicine, Orthopaedic Surgery, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery, 

Intensive Care Medicine & PWG, the Secretary-General & EuSEM 
 

  

 

What is UEMS MJC on EM? 
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EUROPEAN CURRICULUM  

FOR EMERGENCY MEDICINE 

A document of the EuSEM Task Force on Curriculum 

approved by the Council and Federation National Societies 

of the European Society for Emergency Medicine, and by the 

UEMS Multidisciplinary Joint Committee on EM and 

endorsed by the Council of UEMS at their 

plenary meeting in Brussels on 25 April 2009 

 



 

UEMS MULTIDISCIPLINARY JOINT 

COMMITTEE ΟN EMERGENCY 

MEDICINE       

 

EUROPEAN SOCIETY      

FOR EMERGENCY 

MEDICINE 

Principles of EM Training  

•   5 year programme of specialist training  

•   At least 3 years in Emergency Department  

•   Departments & Trainers accredited by NTA 

•   Annual assessment of Trainees  

•   Final formal evaluation of training 
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Summary of MJC – EM and EuSEM Policy 

 Statement on Emergency Medicine in Europe 
 

The main objective of EuSEM and the MJC – EM is that the 

specialty of Emergency Medicine should continue to develop 

to the standards endorsed by the Council of UEMS to seek 

to ensure the highest quality of emergency care for patients. 

This care should be delivered by physicians trained in 

Emergency Medicine. 

 

Endorsed by UEMS Council 

  (Istanbul, October 2009)  
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 Objectives of MJC – EM and EuSEM Policy 

 

•    The highest quality of emergency care for all patients  

•    The delivery of such care by specialists trained in 

                   Emergency Medicine 

•    Education and training programmes to deliver the  

                                                   agreed Core Curriculum 

•    Assessment and examination structure to confirm that   

                the necessary competencies have been acquired 

                                                        

 

UEMS MULTIDISCIPLINARY JOINT 

COMMITTEE ΟN EMERGENCY 

MEDICINE       

 

EUROPEAN SOCIETY      

FOR EMERGENCY 

MEDICINE 



 

UEMS MULTIDISCIPLINARY JOINT 

COMMITTEE ΟN EMERGENCY 

MEDICINE       

 

EUROPEAN SOCIETY      

FOR EMERGENCY 

MEDICINE 

UEMS Rules of Procedure 

(amended October 2009) 

VI.8.    Each Section may create its own European Board….. 

        to guarantee the highest standards of care…..by ensuring 

that the training is raised to the highest possible level.   

    VI.10.    Although not a Section in its own right, each MJC must 

follow the same rules of procedure as though they were a 

Section…..  

 

Proposal to establish European Board of Emergency 

Medicine approved by Council of UEMS,  October 2010                                 
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EM Exams in EU Countries 

 
•  National exit examination               =   10 

•  Specialty but no examination         =     5 

•  Specialty developing                       =    6 

•  No specialty                                    =    6 

 

         >3000 trainees in EM in Europe  
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EM Exams in EU Countries 

Some issues arising from 1st meeting 

•  Standard to be required 

•  Responsible body (Board or Society?) 

•  Organisation and finance 

•  Structural format of examination 

•  Eligibility 
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Standard of European Board/Society 

Examination in EM 

   The objective of the Task Force is to develop an 

examination which expects standards of 

knowledge, skills and attitudes at least 

equivalent to those required to be successful in 

every other European national examination in 

the specialty of Emergency Medicine 
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EU Ministerial Conference on  

Europe’s Health Workforce of Tomorrow 
Brussels,  September 2010 

 

• The Belgian Minister of Health commented on 

the changing ways of practising medicine and 

gave as two important examples the specialties 

of Geriatric Medicine and Emergency Medicine.  

• “We need to identify today the needs of 

tomorrow and the best way to meet them not 

only at national but also at European level.”   
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EM Exams in UEMS Full and Associate 

Member Countries 

• N   =   National Exam only         =   12 

• O   =   No exam in that country  =    7  

• U   =   Unrecognised specialty   =    9  

• ?    =   No information                 =    6 




