


Need for data  

In God we 
trust,  

all others 
bring data ! William E. Deming  

(1900-1993) 

USA statistician 





Letter to 
UEMS 
National 
Delegates,  
7th Oct 
2013 

 

 

 



Definition of “Center” 

 With “Center” we do mean a structure 
formally recognised in a public hospital, 
belonging either to the NHS or to a 
University, with dedicated beds and 
staff; excluded are structures in private 
for profit hospitals and “pediatric 
surgical beds” in departments of 
General Surgery or Pediatrics 



Facing problems 

 “Data mining” on Pediatric Surgical 
societies websites 

 e.g., the German situation: 
– 226 quotes in the DGKCh website 

 31 University  

 56 Krankenhaus 

 16 Church-related hospitals 

 28 Private hospitals 

 95 Praxis 
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87 Centers 



Country Centers 

Austria    7 

Belgium 5 

Bulgaria 4 

Croatia 5 

Cyprus 2 

Czech R.    8 

Denmark    2 

Estonia 1 

Finland    4 

France 53 

Germany    87 

Greece 5 

Hungary    10 

Ireland 3 

Italy    55 

Latvia n/a 

Lithuania    6 

Luxembourg 1 

Malta 1 

Netherlands    6 

Norway 2 

Poland    74 

Portugal n/a 

Romania n/a 

Slovakia 4 

Slovenia 2 

Spain 45 

Sweden    4 

Switzerland    11 

UK    23 

TOTAL 443 



Questionnaire  

 General data about the Center 

 Workload data 

– Beds, admissions, operations,… 

 Manpower data 

– Staff (ages), trainees 

 Ancillary data 

– Pediatric facilities available, services, 
transplants, … 

 



Answers received 
(n=443) 

YES  
215 

Still waiting… 
228 
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80 to 100% answers 
Absolute data 
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Average data 





How many Europeans are we ? 
(EU + EFTA Countries) 

population 

%
 0

-1
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524.654.120 15,5 81.127.379 41,3 

C.I.A. World Factbook, July 2015 est. 



Top & down values 

Country population 
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Cyprus 1.172.458 15,7         184.076  35,7 11,4 

France 66.259.012 18,7 12.390.435  40,9 12,5 

Germany    80.996.685 13     10.529.569  46,1 8,4 

Ireland 4.832.765 21,4       1.034.212  35,7 15,1 

Malta 412.655 15,1          62.311  40,9 10,2 

C.I.A. World Factbook, July 2015 est. 



What about neonates ? 

birth 
rate x 
1000 

neonates 
2014 
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 x

 1
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10,3  5.347.180  5,0 1,6 

C.I.A. World Factbook, July 2015 est. 



Every year in Europe are born… 

 1200-1800 

 3400-3600 

 1200
-
2600 

 300-800 



  General data 

  Workload data 

  Manpower data 

  Ancillary data 



  General data 

  Workload data 

  Manpower data 

  Ancillary data 



 
EUROPE   1 PS center every  

 
1.081.000   inhab.  -    167.500 children 

 



194

20

indipendent affiliated another service



Type of the hospital 

110

51

53

University affiliated w/U NHS



Type of the hospital 

34

21

48

University affiliated w/Un NHS



Upper age limit for 
admission 

33; 15%
35; 16%

147; 69%

12-14 yrs 15-18 yrs > 18 yrs



Training center in 
paediatric surgery ? 

48; 25%

147; 75%

no yes



  General data 

  Workload data 

  Manpower data 

  Ancillary data 



country 
Average 

beds 

Average 

DS beds 
BENELUX  30,5 8,9 

CENTER  35,6 7,2 

FRANCE  25,9 7,8 

GERMANY  24,8 5,9 

ITALY  18,3 5,5 

NORTH  21,4 6,2 

POLAND  33,8 4,9 

SE-MED  31,8 6,6 

SPAIN  20,6 7,0 

EUROPE 26,0 6,5 



Average in-

patient 

admissions / year 

Average in-

patient operative 

procedures / year 

Average neonatal 

surgical 

procedures / year 

BENELUX 1009,1 1000,3 160,6 

CENTER 2542,4 1926,1 77,5 

FRANCE 2921,7 2360,0 73,1 

GERMANY 1980,0 1407,3 129,2 

ITALY 1663,8 1331,6 76,7 

NORTH 1736,5 1397,3 112,3 

POLAND 2315,4 1580,7 83,1 

SE-MED 1944,3 1490,6 157,2 

SPAIN 1484,0 1421,9 56,1 

EUROPE 2023,1 1588,5 92,6 



COUNTRY 
Children / 

bed 

Children / 

bed DS 

1 child 

admitted 

every… 

1 child 

operated 

every… 

1 neonate 

operated 

every… 

Austria    4.497  29.466  51  63  87 

Belgium 10.654  39.759  375  358  387 

Bulgaria 7.338  27.314  136  171  63 

Croatia 3.394  21.608  51  65  81 

Cyprus 4.383  16.734  62  84  52 

Czech R.    4.303  68.847  76  100  153 

Denmark    33.812  135.249  270  316  259 

Hungary    5.826  24.066  70  90  228 

Italy    9.133  32.488  100  125  158 

Luxembourg 6.657  11.650  169  186  245 

Netherlands    14.190  59.422  383  399  132 

Norway 26.769  117.112  646  586  366 

Slovakia 6.221    108  144  371 

EUROPE 7.974  38.020  111 138 164 



Emergencies - Trauma 

3%

97%

no yes

92%

8%

no yes



Typology of trauma 
treated 

56,2

70,6

99,0

69,1

0,0 20,0 40,0 60,0 80,0 100,0

head trauma

fractures

soft tissues

trauma

burns



  General data 

  Workload data 

  Manpower data 

  Ancillary data 



 

Country 
total 

estimated 

staff 

children x 

surgeon 

neonates x 

surgeon 

Austria  67 16712 1076 

Belgium  19 85795 5494 

Bulgaria  44 22348 1404 

Croatia  42 15434 1010 

Cyprus  8 23009 1677 

Czech Rep.  69 22961 1509 

Denmark  10 94674 5692 

Hungary  59 24988 1563 

Italy  440 19363 1240 

Luxembourg  3 31067 2039 

Netherlands  35 81634 5231 

Norway  15 62460 4149 

Slovakia  31 26691 1758 



Staff age distribution  
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Staff / trainee ratio (%) 
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Trainees / > 60 ratio 
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Staff / trainee ratio (abs) 
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  General data 

  Workload data 

  Manpower data 

  Ancillary data 
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Transplant centers  
(% on the total) 
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YES  
215 

Still waiting… 
228 

eurocensus@gmail.com 


